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: PREFACE 





The Abstracts and Bibliography, begun in March 19,9, is an 








annotated bibliography of technical materials in the field of fundamental 
education which is published each month by the Education Clearing House of 


Unesco. Three separate language editions are issued, in English, French and 
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Spanish, respectively. As a rule, the Abstracts cover a wide range of subjects 
4 in the attempt to include materials in all fields relevant to fundamental 
q education, but from time to time special issues are made to deal in greater 
detail with some one topic or a particular region. 
4 For two reasons, this number of the Abstracts is devoted entirely 


a to materials which relate to the problem of literacy teaching. The first is 
the general world-wide interest in the eradication of illiteracy, since the 
ability to read, write, and count is today generally regarded as essential, 
both to the mastery of other skills and to full participation in the main 

* currents of modern life. The second consideration is that Unesco, in 

’ collaboration with the Organization of American States and the Brazilian 
Government, is holding a regional seminar in Rio de Janeiro from July 27- 
September 3 1949 to study the present literacy situation in the Americas 


and to provide leadership training for the most important aspects of 
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literacy campaigns. 

It is hoped that this issue of the Abstracts may provide a 
convenient brief list of materials used in literacy work done in various 
parts of the world. 

This issue of the Abstracts is arranged in two sections. Section A 
lists general works on the problem of literacy, the organization of literacy 
campaigns and methods of instruction. Section B lists materials for literacy ™ 
teaching, including text-books and other teaching aids. 

As far as possible, full bibliographic data is given for each item 
listed. Prices of publications are given as convenience to readers, but 
orders must be directed to booksellers or to the issuing body and not to 
Unesco, However, readers who wish to obtain publications issued by Unesco 
are requested to write either to Unesco or to its designated sales agents. 

It may here be noted that the July issue of the Abstracts will be 


directed toward the subject of conservation education. 





SECTION A 


ORGANIZATION OF LITERACY CALIPAIGNS AND METHODS OF INSTRUCTION 





1. American Council on Education. Commission on Implications of Armed 
Services Uducational Programs. [Educational Lessons from Wartime 
Training. American Council on Education, 7; Jackson place, l.W., 


Washington, D.C., 1945. 264 pp. $3.00. 


Chapter V, "Training Illiterates - The Armed Services Way" (pp. 15-61) 
describes in detail the methods and materials employed by the 

United States Army and Navy to teach service illiterates to read, 

write and do number work at a fourth-grade level within 60 days or 

less. Chapters IX and X discuss the production, distribution and 

use of audio-visual aids (pp. 11-137) and text-books (pp. 138-117); . 
Chapter XV deals with the selection and training of teachers (pp.193-205) 
Each chapter ends with a summary on the lessons for civilian education 
which may be drawn from the educational experience of the armed forces. 
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Bombay City Adult “Education Committce, Bombay, Incia. Annual Reports, 
lst-8th, 1939/0 - 196/47. Bombay City, The Committee, gravis. 





> 


These reports outline the organization, the teaching methods and 
materials used, and the results attained by the large-scale campaign 
begun in April, 1939 to liquidate illiteracy among the adult urban 
population of Bombay. During these eight years 121,000 adults were 
made literate, of whom 25,000 were women. The total ecight-vear 
expenditure came to Rs. 706,000 or Rs. 5/13 per capita. Of particular 
interest are the methods used to finance the campaign (57 ver cent of 
the funds came from the Bombay Government while 3 ver cont was derived 
from private contributions and other non-Govermaent sources, the 
production and distribution of low-cost books and newsrapers in the 
Marathi, Urdu, Gujarati and liindi languages, “hs operation of poste 
literacy classes, and the extensive use of films. Other publications 
of the Committee include a Ten Year Plan (19:5), Speedin= Un Adult 
Literacy: Sombay's Experiment (194/) and A Scheme of Chean anc Useful 














Literature for Adults (194c). 





Brazil. Departamento Nacional de Educag&o linisterio da Educag&o e 
Salide. Campanha de Educag&o de Adultos: Boletins 1 = 5. 19;7-195. 
Gratis. Rio de Janeiro, brazil, 1947-1949. 





These are short booklets issued »y the Federal Govermmert to outline *he 
plans and organization for the campaign. Nos. 1 anc 2 give vbackzround 
and general information for the whole country; No. 3 reports on a meeting 
of delegates from the States held in 1947 to integrate local plans with 
the national one; No. k is a manual (16 pp.) for the instructor, which 
outlines the theory of adult education and deals in particular with the 
use of the literacy primer, Ler; No. 5 describes the legal position of 
the illiterate person. Toxtbooks and other reading materials uscd 
the Brazilian campaign are described in Section B, belo, 


° 
In 





Hawkins, T.li. and Brimble, Led... Adult LCducation; the Record of the 

British Army. London: liacmillan, 194/. $5.50 (25s) 

Chapter XIV, "Basic Education" (pp. 225-237) descrives the organization 
’ Sg . w) ? } © 

of courses for illiterates, the subjects covered, instructioral 

materials used and results achieved in the British Army prograrme to 

reduce illiteracy in the ranks. 


antl I: , “al are 
- London: <Zdinbursh House 





Hay, Hope. Northern Rhodesia Learns 
Press, 2 Eaton Gate, S.iiel., LOY 

An account of the Northern Rhodesia literacy campaign begun in Januar 
195, written by its director. Instruction is in the major vernacular 
languages, with reading primers vrepared anc distributed free in Bemba, 
Nyani, Lozi, Ila and Tonga. The basis of the method used is phonetic, 
but letters are always introduced by means of whole words and sentences 
with pictorial illustration. Follow-up work is assisted by the presence 
of an established vernacular newspaper and the production of books 
suitable for newly-literate adults by the African Literature Committee. 
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International Bureau of Education, Goneva., The Teaching of Handwriting, 
(Publication No. 103), Geneva: International Bureau of Sducation, 1o4v. 
125 p. $1.20 or Fr. 425 or ds. (Text available separately also in French), 





This report, based on information furnished by the LMinistries of Education 
in 48 countries in response to a questionnaire inquiry, drews a geo- 
graphical picture of the methods in use and the main tendencies prevailing 
in the teaching of handwriting in countries throughout the world. While 
concerned primarily with the teaching of handwriting as a subject in the 
formal school curriculum, its findings are of interest to fundamental 
education for its discussion on a comparative basis of such questions as 
the place given to the teaching of handwriting, simultaneous instruction 
in reading and writing, various teaching methods, and the like. Illustratioy 
showing models of many diffcrent styles of handwriting and exercises 

are included. 


Laubach, Frank C. Teaching the World to Read: A Handbook for Literacy 
Campaigns. lew York: Committee on World Litcracy and Christian 
Literature, Foreign Llissions Conference of North America, 155 Fifth 
Avenue, 19):7. 246 pp. $2.50. English edition, London: United Society 
for Christian Literature, 1948. 10s.6d. 





This volume outlines the Laubach method of literacy teaching which is 
characterized by beginning instruction in the vernacular, the use of 
phonetic principles and frequency word-counts to reduce a spoken language 
to writing, the creation of inexpensive charts and texts in the vernacular 
and the "each one teach one” tutorial technique to facilitate widespread 
instruction. A useful chapter on the organization and administration of 
large-scale literacy campaigns is included. Earlier.books by the same 
author which describe Laubach campaigns conducted in various parts of the 
world are The Silent Billions Speak, new ed., New York: Friendship Press, 
1945, 218 pp., cloth $1.00, paper 00 cents; India Shall be Literate, 
Jubbulpore, C.P., India: Mission Press, 1940, 2609 pp., Rs. 1/i1cs and 
Toward a Literate World, New York: World Literacy Comittee, Foreign 











Missions Conference of North America, 19356, 173 pp. Examples of texts 
and teachers' manuals used in teaching English by the Laubach method 
are listed in Section B. 


Lewis, L.Jd. and Wrong, Margaret, eds. Towards a Literate Africa. London: 
Longmans, Green, 198. 80 pp. 5s.Gd. 





This is the report of a conference on the extension of literacy in 
Africa held in London under the auspices of The International Committee 
on Literature for Africa and the Colonial Department of the University 
of London, Institute of Education. Papers and discussions concern 
linguistic problems, literacy teaching methods, the organization of 
literacy campaigns and the preparation and distribution of vernacular 
reading materials. 


Quarterly Bulletin of Fundamental Education, Vol. 1, No. 3 (July 19)9) 





Unesco, 19 Avenue Kléber, Paris 15. (Issued separately also in French 
and Spanish). 





This issue of the Bulletin is devoted chiefly to discussion of literacy 


ae 


10. 


ll. 


le. 


ABSTRACTS/, - page 5 


¢ 


June 199 


teaching. Contents include articles on the literacy campaigns in 
Bombay Citzy, India, and in Yorthern Rhodesia, a victure and text 
description of literacy prinurs from several countries, anu 2 bricf 
overview of some of the questions to be explored at the Inter-American 
Seminar on Literacy to be held in Rio de Janciro, Brazil, July 27- 
September 3, 1949, under the joint sponsorship of Unesco, the 
Organization of American States and the Brazilian Government. 


Unesco: leeting of Experts on Lan;uage Problems in Fundamental Jcucation 
June-July 1947. Unesco, 19 venue Klever, Paris, 15. (i-imcographed) 
ratis. ext available in Snglish and French). 


A set of summary reports of the discussions on general consideration of 
language problems; the place of mother-tongue and auxiliarm languages in 
literacy; and techniques cf teaching. The experts expressed widely 
differing opinions which themsclves reflect the vide differences in 
educational theory and practice in the countries that are concerned 
with illiteracy. 





U.S. Library of Congress. Sources of Information for Fundamental Education 
with Special Refcrence to suucation ior Literacy. «A Preliminary Report dy 








Katherine Q. ijurra. Prepared by The Library of Congress for the Libraries 
Section of Unesco. Washington D.C., 1948. In two parts, 81 pp and 123 pp. 
(Liimeographed). 


An extensive bibliography of bibliographies and other printed aids and 
of actual materials in the field of education for literacy throughout 
the world. 


U.S. Office of Education. lLicthods of Instruction for Illiterates 
(Adult Zducation References No. 2), WaShinston, DecG., July Lu4u. & pp. 
Processed. Gratis. 





An annotatcd bibliography which lists books and periodical articles on 
teaching methods, the organization and supervision of classes, selection 
and training of teachers, and evaluation of programmes of adult literacy 


instruction. 


U.S. Office of Education: Project for Adult Education of Negroes. 
Directed by Ambrose Caliver, Specialist for Higher Education of Negroes, 
Federal Security Building, Fourth Street and Independence Ave., S.1W., 
Washington 25, D.C. 


This demonstration Project, begun in 196 under the sponsorship of the 

U.S. Office of Education with the co-operation of the Carnegie 

Corporation, has three major objectives: (1) to develop instructional 

materials suitable for use in literacy programmes for adults; 

(2) to prepare qualified teachers of adults; and (3) to stimulate a 

nation-wide attack on illiteracy. Summaries of the progress reports 

of the Project have appeared in the following issues of School Life, 

the official journal of the U.S. Office of Education: vol. 29, no. l, 

pp. 26-28 (October, 1946); vol. 30, no. h, pp. 17-19 (January, 19448); 

vol. 31, no. 2, pp. he5 (November, 1948). Lets Help the Ten Ilillion: 

Teaching Adults the Literacy Skills, by Ella W. Griffis, 55 pp. (offset) 
f _ 
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provides a manual of methods of teachers of adult illiterates. Text- 
books and other instructional materials developed by the Project and 
tested in the demonstration classes held at 6 southern Negro colleges 
are described in Section B below. 


Venezuela. lIiinisterio de Educacién Nacional. Oficina de Alfabetizacion 
y Cultura Popular del Estado Aragua, ... Nueva Esparta, ... Yaracuy. Bases 
y Organizacién de la Campana de Alfabetizacién. Caracas: C.A. Editorial 





Bolivar, 1947-48. 43 vols., 26 pp. each. Gratis. 


These manuals outline the objectives and organization of the literacy 
campaigns in the States of Aragua, Nueva Esparta and Yaracuy, and describe 
the duties and responsibilities of those taking part. They are thus 
general guides for the adult educators who work with small community 
groups in "centros colectivos". Advice is also given about extension 
activities in health and agriculture. 


SECTION B. 


MATERIALS FOR LITERACY TEACHING: 





TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER TEACHING AIDS 





AFRICA (GENERAL) 





African Home Library. The Sheldon Press, Northumberland Avenue, London. 
W.C.c. 





A series of small booklets, l6mo size, up to 32 pages, selling at ld. 

each. The books are written in fairly simple English and are designed 

as follow-up reading for the newly-literate. While some of the titles 

are especially suited to religious Mission work, the majority have a general 
fundamental education content: Women's Institutes; About Food; The 
Co-operative Movement; Hints to Authors of Vernacular Books; and Libraries 
in Africa are typical examples. The authors of these booklets are African 
‘and English educators. 











ALGERIA 


Service des Cours d'Adultes de l'Académie d'Alger. Méthode de lecture: 
& ltusage des cours d'adultes. Alger (North Africa): LtAcadémie d‘Alger, 


1949, 65 pp. 


A text-book for adult illiterates in North Africa who wish to learn to 
read, write and speak the French language. A mixture of the synthetic and 
global methods is used, but from the beginning the pupil works with full 
sentence-patterns, with drills for new letters and words. A wide variety 
of type-faces is used - red for new combinations, outline for silent 
letters, cursive for writing exercises. 








The language is graded in difficulty, based on the normal spoken French 
of North Africa; many of the key words, for example, have been selected 
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because they occur in Arabic and Kabyl as borrowings from French. The 
learning burden of the book is considerable, but it is within the reach 
of adults who attend classes recularly. 


The book is also used in !etropolitan France where classes are organized 
for the North African population. 


Gaskiya Corporation, Zaria, Northern Provinces, Nigeria. (Follow-up 
reading in the Hausa and Tiv languages). 


This Corporation was set up in April, 1945 as a Statutory Body by the 
Government of Nigeria to produce literature in such quantities that the 
children and adults who learnt to read the mother tongue would remain 
functionally literate. A grant was obtained under the Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare Scheme for capital outlay and operating expenses for the 
first three years, with the condition that it become self-supporting as soon 
as possible. Its revenue is derived from the sale of its own publications, 
from advertisements, and from commercial printing as a subsidiary source. 
The Corporation hopes to balance its budget by 1950 and begin refunding the 
original capital. Publications fall into three categories: periodicals 
(an eight-page weekly newspaper Gaskiya Ta Fi Kwabo in Hausa, sold at ld. 
(circulation, 23,000) others in Tiv and English); small pamphlets in 

Hausa and Tiv on topics of health, farming and social betterment generally, 
selling for ld. or 2d. each (over 20 titles); and school text-books at 
various levels. All publications are illustrated and printed locally. 





Points of main interest in this programme are: the organization of the 
Corporetion; the approach to literacy by first creating ©» literature; 

and the effect of the publications, especially the newspapers, in creating 
a demanc for literacy. Publications and further information may be 
obtained by writing to 2.]’.East, Chairman, Gaskiya Corporation, Zaria, 
Northern Frovinces, Nigeria. 


NORTHERN RHODESIA 





Pathfinder Books. Longmans, Green & Uo., London and Cape Towm, in 





association with the Northern Rhodesian Fublications Bureau. 1940-199. 
Illustrated. Prices vary. 


A series of illustrated booklets in simple English designed as follow-up 
reading for those who have attended school or adult literacy classes. 

The content is practical, derived from the interests of every-day living. 
Among the titles already published are: How it works, (19,8), an elementary 
description of common machines like the bicycle, lock, lift pump, gramo- 
Phone; Ignorance is no defence, (rev. ed. 1947) explaining the legal 
system; How to run a society, (19);5), and How to grow vegetables, (1947). 
The books are generally 8 pages or less in length and vary in price 

from 1s.3d. to 2.0d. 
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Shibukeni - Story of a literacy campaign. (Filmstrip) Produced by the 
Northern Rhodesia Publicity Office, Lusaka. (Script in English and 
French). 


This filmstrip shows the work of the Literacy Campaign under the 
direction of Hope Hay in the Mindolo Compound of Northern Rhodesia, 

The pictures show how illiterate men and women learn to read and write. 
The film and script combine well to explain the “each one teach one" 
method which was used in this campaign. 


tr 


The film-strip is well made and although designed particularly for African 
audiences, it should have wider appeal. 


BRAZIL 


Brazil. Departmento Nacional de Educagaéo, lMinisterio da Educagao e 
Satde. Campanha de Educag&o de Adultos. Rio de Janeiro. Brazil, 
1947-1949. 

The publications produced durin» the Brazilian literacy campaign are 
numerous. In addition to the organization manuals already described in 


Section A, the main groups are as follows: 


Ler: primeiro guia de leitura. 32 pp. 3rd edition 1948. Gratis. 





This is the adult literacy primer, issued by the federal government for use 
in State campaigns. The term 'primeiro guia' (first guide) has been 
expressly chosen in preference to 'cartilha' (primer, text-book) so as to 
avoid the elementary school flavour. The book has a lesson to a page. 
The method of teaching is syllabic, vowels being taught first, then 
consonants introduced progressively. Key-words are illustrated by line 
drawings. There are three revision tests; and by lesson 20 the pupil 
reaches continuous text. At the foot of the earlier pages a line is 
printed in cursive type to provide writing exercises. The purpose of 
this booklet is to cover the ground quickly and give the adultasense of 
achievement. 


Saber: segundo guia de leitura: 8 pp. 1947. Gratis. 








This second booklet deals as the title suggests, with knowledge rather 
than the elements of reading. The language teaching develops progressively 
from the first book; each lesson is given in consecutive text and is 
illustrated by a line drawing. The content is, generally, knowledge for 
better living. Topics of health, diet, work, government are discussed, 
but without any connecting story. 


Viver: guia do bom cidad&o; guia de alimentacgao; Cuidemos da crianga. 
. 9. Gratis. 








These are all booklets in the same format as the literacy primers, issued 
by the federal government with the support of other agencies. All deal 23 
with health tonics, and provide useful follow-up reading for the literacy 
campaign. 
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Pa OC), or 
Satide: Almenaque 1946. GO pp. 








This is an almanac with the title 'dealth’. It is issucd annually to 
farmers, and cco:tains reading matter forall the family - crticles, 
stories, puzzles, jokes, and so on. Vell illustrated in colour with the 
cartoon technique. As follow-up literature, it forms an integral part 
of the literacy campaign. 


CHINA 





Vu Tisvin: The bezgar who started 3 schools. 
in onglish and Jhinese. 


University, China. 


(Filmstrip).  ‘redit title 
Produced by the Audio-Visual Centre, Nanking 


an excellent graphic description of the life of Wu Hsuin, ar illiterate 
thinese becrrar who lived in 1035, His belief, and his work for the 
education of his fellowmen led him to be regarded as one of China's great 


educators. A first rate filmestrip for encouraging literacy work, Roth 
for teachers and pupils 

INDONESIA 
Indonesia. Department van Opvoeding, Kunsten en jetenschappen, Afdelins 


Analphabetisme - Bestrijding. (Department of Education, Arts and Sciences, 
Division of Literacy Campaigns). Tjilatjapweg h, Batavia, Indonesia, 1943. 
i : 

Gratis. 


sintle folder 
For convenience, 


The materials for the literacy campaign are arranged in a 
issuec as whole to teachers and vart-time instructors. 
separate items are quoted below: 





Perberantssan boeta hoeroef. (The Illiteracy Campaign). A set of six 
short manuels for instructors and organizers, setting out the main 


principles end methods of the campaign. Bilingual, in Indonesian and 
Dutch, .cecompanying materials include wall-posters, postcards, diplomas, 
which form part of the campaign. An English translation of the manuals 
is available in mimeographed form. 
Indonesia Vembatja dan Menoelis! 1); pp, 1948. A text-book for adult 
iliiterates, printed in large printescript type with many line illustrations. 
The method of teaching is syllabic and full sentences are reached by the 
ninth lesson. Zach lesson occupies a page and is divided into parts for 
revision, new words, and exercises. 





Penuntun l'emakai Buku-édja. pp. 96, 1948. The teacher's handbook to 





accompany the primer. Written in Indonesian, it gives deteiled instruction, 
lesson by lesson, on method and presentation. 





MEXICO 
Mexico. Secretaria de Educacién Publica. Campana nacional contra el 
analfabetismo. Cartilla and Cuaderno de escritura. Mexico City, D.F., 


1944 = 1946. 





Issued free to teachers in the illiteracy campaign. 
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These are the two books prepared for teaching Spanish-speaking illiterates 
to read and write Spanish. The Cartilla is quarto size, 112, pp., type 
size from 2 pt. to 16 pt., paper bound, inset. The first 1 pages 
contain a guide for the teacher, a description of the contents and a 
zlossary of the more difficult words to aid teachers who are not highly 
qualified. The lessons fall into three parts: from page 15 to page 71, 
learning the simple letters. The five vowels are taught first, ther. the 
consonants are introduced one at a time. Each lesson is illustrated, the 
letters are shown in cursive and vrinted form; a short syllable drill is 
followed by complete words and sentences, so that from the third lesson 
the pupil works with full sentences. The remaining two parts of the book 
deal with more difficult syllable combinations, with number work, and with 
continuous text about the country and its people. A general feature of 
the method is the close link between reading and writing. The method of 


word selection is not indicated. The Cuaderno is a companion volume for 
practice in writing. Quarto size, 2 pages, ruled, At the top of each 


page the key phrase or sentence from the Cartilla lesson is given in 
cursive type. 


Mexico. Secretarfa de Educacién Piblica. Campafia nacional contra el 
analfabetismo. Cartilla Para Indigenas Monolingues. Mexico City, D.F., 
1946. Issued gratis to schools and adult literacy teachers for work among 
monolingual Indians. 





Each of the major Indian languages - Tarascan, Mayan, Nahuat, Nahuatl, 
Otomi - has a book of its own. The general pattern throughout the series 
is identical. The books are quarto size, over 100 pages in length, with 
binding and paper improved for successive impressions. 

Each book starts with a set of instructions for the teacher. The earlier 
lessons teach reading and writing in the mother tongue and the later ones 
give a grounding in Spanish. In the vernacular section the letters of 

the alphabet (with the addition of certain phonetic symbols) are taught by 
means of pictures and complete words; space is provided for writing 
vrractice; and the pupil is then taken to lessons with contiruous sentences. 
Sach lesson contains a large illustration and text based upon common scenes 
or events in the daily lives of the people. 

when the pupil reaches the Spanish section he can already read and write in 
his own language. The Spanish lessons are planned for the progressive 
teaching of the regional language through reading and speech. From the 
beginning full sentence-patterns are used, with exercises for speech drills 
and a certain number of translation exercises. The content remains strongly 
local in colour. 


UNITED STATES 





Laubach, Frank C. Streamlined English Lessons, First Reader, New York, 
Committee on World Literacy and Vhristian Literature, Foreign Vissions 
Conference of North America, 156 Fifth Ave., 1945. 108 pp. 50 cents. 
Teachers manual, 25 cents. Making :.erybody's World Safe, Second 
Reader of Streamlined English Series. 160 pp. 1947. 60 cents. 
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Two series of illustrated readers based on the Thorndike-Lorge list of 
1000 most frequently used English words plus 660 other much-used words. 
Texts employ simplified spelling and the phonetic method of teaching by 
syllables. Pictures are used to illustrate words and lessons are 
graduated in difficulty. 


North Carolina. Department of Public Instruction. Highway Safety Series. 
(Publication Nos. 215, 216, 223). Raleigh, North Carolina: State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1939-40. 3 vols. illustrated. 





Each of the booklets in this series, which is designed for the use of adult 
illiterates, gives practical instruction in automobile driving and highway 
safety in the form of 20 illustrated reading lessons of graduated difficulty. 
The titles of the booklets are: Book 1, "Highway Signs"; Book 2, "The 
Driver Studies His Test"; Book 3, "The Driver Takes His Test". The 
vocabulary is based on the Thorndike, Ayres, and Basic English word lists. 
The first 20-lesson unit uses 67 words and ) numerals, 83 words are used in 
Book 2, and 10), in Book 3. Suggestions to teachers are given in each book. 


U.S. Office of Education. Materials for Adult Illiterates (both foreign 
and native born). (Adult Education References. No. 4) Washington, D.C., 
August 1948. 8 pp. Processed. Gratis. 





An annotated bibliography of texts and readers in the English language 
designed for the use of adult illiterates in the United States and elsewhere. 
The list is divided into three sections: (1) Beginning texts and readers; 
(2) Intermediate and advanced texts; (3) Other bibliographies of easy 
reading material for adults. 


U.S. Office of Education. Project for Adult Education of Negroes. 
Directed by Ambrose Caliver, Specialist for Higher Education of Negroes, 
Federal Security Building, Fourth Street and Independence Ave., S.W., 
Washington 25, D.C. Sample copies gratis. 


The experimental materials produced and tested in the Project demonstration 
classes, 196 - to date, are as follows: 

Read and Do, pp. and Diagnostic Workbook for Reading Placement, 12 pp. 
These are two brief picture-and-text tests for assessing the degree of 
illiteracy of an adult so that he may be placed in a suitable class. 
Detailed instructions for the administration of the test are provided. 

The main object is to make the testing as unobtrusive as possible. 





Home and Family Life Series: 


Living in the Brown Family, 86 pp. quarto, offset. 

This was the first basic reader for adults, developed in late 19,6. The 
teaching method is based on full sentences. There is careful language 
control, both in vocabulary and in sentence-patterns; only the present 
tense of verbs is used. Content is derived from the every-day activities 
of the Brown family, parents and children, and is to some extent generalized 
since the book had to be used over a wide area. Each lesson is well 
illustrated. Frequent review exercises ensure regular revision. 
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To accompany this reader there are two workbooks: Reading Workbook, 
by Eva Cornelia Mitchell, 66 pp. uses the technique o.° the silent 
reading test to provice exercises in comprehension which match the 
work done in the Basic reader. 

The Language Workbook, by Eva Cornelia Mitchell, 32 pp. gives the 
writing and spelling drills needed. In the same format as the other 

books, this one has a few pages for copybook writing, and then gives 

writing exercises in contexts meaningful to the adult: signing names, 
writing addresses, dates, and so on, with letter writing as the objective. 

In 1948, after the basic reader had been used experimentally for two 

years, a revised edition of the first part was brought out. A Day with 

the Brown Family, 33 po. offset, contains the same matter as the original 
reader, but the lessons are arranged with greater logic. There is also € 
a speeding up of the learning process. os 
Supplementary materials. My family and Me: A Family Record Book, by 
Edmonia White Grant, 19 pp. is an ingenious method of helping the student 
to become functionally literate. The book is given to the student, and 
he is encouraged to fill in, as he progresses, the data about himself and 
his family which the various questions ask. ; 
Several supplementary readers, graded for difficulty and content, have ‘¥ 
been developed. At level two there are: The Story of Christmas, a 
two page folder; Why Register Births, 18 pp., written in story form to 
bring out the need for birth certificates; Fables of Aesop, 10 pp. 
adapted and retold; all three are by Ella Washington Griffis. Citizen 
King, 6 pp. by tamah R. Lane, deals with elementary civics. on 
Workbook in Arithmetic, 68 pp., was adapted from the Army Education Manual 
EM 163, Arithmetic for Everyday Life. Like its original, it relates the 
basic numbering drills and problems to practical life situativas. 









































All of the materials are in process of revision based on the recommendations | 
of teachers; the reactions of adult beginners in reading; and the advice 

of consultants and specialists in the field of reading. It is planned that 
the revised materials will be published in the near future and made available} 
for general distribution. 


U.S.O0ffice of Indian Affairs, Education Division. Indian Life Readers. 
1942-1945. Order from Haskell Institute, Lawrence, Kansas, U.S.A. Prices 
vary, as listed below. 





A wide range of text-books prepared for use in Federal Indian Schools and 
for adult education generally. The books have a twofold purpose: to 
increase familiarity with the written forms of the Indian languages, and 
to encourage the learning of English as a second language. With this 
emphasis on bilingualism, the texts generally are printed in parallel 
columns in English and an Indian language, while a few are in English and 
Spanish. Each book deals intimately and accurately with some phase of 
Indian life and all are copiously illustrated by Indian artists. In 
format the books are mostly octavo printed sideways; script type is used; 
and the bindings are sturdy. The main series are: 

Sioux Series: by Ann Nolan Clark. Bilingual in English and Teton- 
Lakota. 8 vols: Sioux Cowboy (primer), 30 cents; The Pine Ridge 
Porcupine; The Slim Butte Raccoon; The Green Mountain Mouse; The Hen 
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of Wahpeton; There are Still Buffalo; Bringer of the Mystery-Dog; 

all are animal tales of intermediate reading difficulty, 50 cents each; 
Brave Against the Enemy, designed for advanced readers, is concerned with 
problems of modern Indian life, 75 cents. 











Pueblo Series: by Ann Nolan Clark. ) vols: Sun Journey, 50 cents, and 
Young Hunter of Picuris, 30 cents, are bilingual texts in English and 
Spanish; Little Boy With Three Names, 430 cents, is in English only; 
Field Mouse Goes to War, by Edward Kennard, 30 cents, is bilingual in 
English and Hopi. 


Navaho Series: by Ann Nolan Clark. Bilingual in English and Navaho. 
vols: Little Herder in Autumn, In Winter, In Spring, Im Summer, 9 

cents each. These books describe life among the Navahos the year round 
in a series of rhythmical poetic chapters. 


























Navaho Readers: Primers I and II, 10 cents each; Reader Book III, 40 
cents are more orthodox text=-books. Written only in Navaho, a single 
lesson to a page, they progressively introduce letters in full phrases 
and sentences. Linecut illustrations. The content is closely related 
to local living conditions. 











VENEZUELA 


Venezuela. Ministerio de Educacion Nacional: Oficina de Alfabetizacién 

y Cultura Popular. Abajo Cadenas} (Off with the Chains!) Caracas, 
Venezuela: Imprenta Nacional, 1948. (2nd impression). 112 pp. Illustrated. 
Gratis. 





A primer in Spanish for adult illiterates, prepared by the central govern- 
ment for use in literacy campaigns which are organized by individual States. 
The book is octavo size; it starts with 36 pt print-script and cursive 
type, with alternate lines or words printed in red and black, and has 
numerous line illustrations. The text falls into two parts, the former 
for learning to read and write, the latter for functional literacy. The 
first part is based on the method of normal words, an extension of the 
syllable method: pictures, words broken into syllables, new words made 
from combinationsof syllables. By page 2); the pupil arrives at complete 
sentence patterns. The use of print-script simplifies the transition 
from reading to writing. At the foot of each page are given the teacher's 
notes about exercises and drills. The second part of the book gives 
continuous reading in short lessons, with frequent language revision 
lessons. The content is built round the story of a young man who over- 
comes his illiteracy and strives towards better living conditions. In 
this way a considerable amount of information is put into the reading 
matter: about the country, the way of life of the people, health, and 
government, but without losing the human interest of the reader. 

By combining the two stages - mechanical and functional literacy - the 
book provides a complete course for the illiterate. It was first used 

in the experimental campaigns in the States of Aragua and Nueva Esparta 
during 1948, when some 18,000 adults learnt to read and write. 
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